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Clear spring water gushing from the
middle of Mt. Inaniwadake. Once used as

training grounds by mountain priests,
it is said to be dwelled by spirits.

Guests can stay in rooms
using Joboji lacquer.
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Town where culture and traditions live on
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Landscapes with the trace of stories
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Many folktales and legends have been passed down in Joboji.
Discover the places where these stories began.
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A legend says that when it was a small mountain temple deep

in the mountains, a stray cat named Tora taken care of by the priest,
repaid his kindness by making the temple prosper.
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A mysterious story tells of a young wife who consumed by her love

for a monk of Tendaiji Temple, threw herself into the river from
Takimibashi Bridge with her ox and vanished as a serpent.
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Revered as a sacred site since ancient times, and climbing the

Tsuchifumazu Hill was long considered taboo. Various legends remain
including one that identifies it as the tomb of Empress Chokei.
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A renowned hot spring fed by
the spring water of Ganshobo.
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Lacquer forests carefully managed to
ensure a stable supply of lacquer,
which is essential for the restoration
of cultural properties.

See more details

Kappa sculpture
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The striking object outside
“Ishibashi Senbei” evokes local

kappa legends — it is actually a
chainsaw-carved log sculpture.
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A rustic farmers’ market. Enjoy freshly

grilled local snack “Kushi-mochi” in
walnut and June (perilla) flavors.

dedicatory sumo wrestling.
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A shrine central to local tradition

and faith. Its annual autumn festival
features folk performing arts and
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Local specialties such as “Kyaba-mochi”

and traditional “Joboji Dagashi” sweets
made by local confectioners are available.
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Bishamondo Hall in the Erosu
district. The sight of it standing
as if upheld by a giant tree is
truly breathtaking.
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Lacquer Story Information Center
(Lacquerware Cultural Property
Storage Facility)
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Exhibits a wide range of nationally
and city-designated cultural
properties, with a focus on
materials related to Tendaiji
Temple and lacquerware.
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Tsuchifumazu Hill
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Displays and sells lacquerware and lacquer art
products made with Joboji lacquer, full of the
unique individuality of craftspeople. Visitors can
pick up and select items, and observe the
production process in the adjoining workshop
through a glass window.

Water cascading down the
rocky surface resembles fish
scales. A popular spot visited by
fans of a certain manga series.
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A sacred mountain known locally as “Oyama.”

Founded in the Nara period, it has a history as a center of
Tohoku Buddhist culture, and has become known throughout
Japan since the appointment of Jakucho as its head priest.
Hydrangeas, giant katsura trees, and small smiling Jizo statues
at tree stumps greet visitors.
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Town where culture and traditions live on RSB 1C X0 A S 1. 5
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11 1 1 Access to Ninohe district {
Joboji, Ninohe City 2 <
[Tohoku Shinkansen]
Tokyo to Ninohe approx. 2hours 52minutes :I: i
Aomori to Ninohe approx. 40minutes, ﬂ-‘ -B
Joboji-machi in Ninohe City is known as Japan’s leading producer of lacquer, 7R 0D NS eI, [ ZnriEss
where handiwork, traditional ways of life, and faith have been carefully passed E{@ Irate i]ﬂﬂ}}l’ Rathwayy/ Alf;limlogi Railway (Ninohe junction)]
down through generations. Overlooked by Tendaiji Temple, the oldest temple in R v i e I T SN

e 3 Hachinohe to Ninohe approx. 38minutes
the Tohoku region, and surrounded by abundant nature and lacquer forests, i [Tohoku Expressway (to Joboji IC)] \/
this land nurtures a culture that feels nostalgic, humble, and meticulous. Approx. 66km from Morioka IC
As you trace the culture and traditions that quietly live within its everyday scenery, Approx. S4km from Towada IC
and the echoes of stories told across time, we invite you to enjoy

the gentle rhythm of life in Joboji.

[Ninohe Sta. to Joboji district (Tendaiji) ]

30 minutes from Ninohe Sta. by bus bound for Joboji

*25 minute-walk from Tendaiji bus stop

Shuttle taxi from Ninohe Sta. (approx. 30 minutes)

*5 minutes by car from Joboji IC of Hachinohe Expressway
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“Joboji lacquerware” — a traditional
craft boasting over 1,200 years of history.
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Tendaiji Temple and Shinmeisha Shrine
— centers of local faith and culture.
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A simple yet richly flavorful food culture .

nurtured by the mountain village.
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Folktales and anecdotes passed down
through generations — landscapes that have

become the setting for these stories. —

Joboji is Japan's largest producer of domestic lacquer.
Its lacquer is used for the restoration of cultural properties.
In the Heian period, “Joboji lacquerware” developed from

Ancient Tendaiji Temple and Shinmeisha Shrine at the
town’s heart are revered as the center for faith and culture.

Surrounded by mountains, Joboji has long cultivated

food cultur i . .
a food culture centered on grains such as wheat, Iwate Prefecture is famed for its folktales,

The shrine’s annual festival in September features traditional buckwheat, and beans. Local sweets such as : .
R i o « ” « oy x : & and many folktales and legends of mysterious beings
the pottery-making of monks at Tendaiji Temple and performances such as “Shishiodori” and “Nanatsumono. Kyaba-mochi” and “Kushi-mochi” make a perfect I . X
. , . such as Kappa and Zashikiwarashi are also told in
remains popular as everyday lacquerware today. % snack for a break during a stroll. Nisiohe|GityVariovs |locationsiinlJobejilindluding

L o
&‘H‘: 3 Tendaiji Temple have the places that retain

the traces of these mysterious stories.



