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A Journey to Joboji-machi

Lacquer, People,

and Life in Joboji
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Drops fall silently, returning to the earth.

ttle, turned out to graze,
T—— ee! a‘h of the sun upon their backs.

y

3 < P Biniss
X £ : g 1o spring




As autumn arrives,
the mountains change color.

Amidst a landscape that looks as though
painted by multiple layers of
brushstrokes, people begin preparing,
little by little, for the coming spring.
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The boundary between sky and earth
becomes blurred,
as the season quietly turns toward winter.

And little by little,

the presence of people fades from the town.
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A brief summer embraces the land.

Along the temple path watched over by red Jizo
statues, the colors of summer quietly overlap.

Blue hydrangeas bloom against
the rich green of Tendaiji Temple.
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At night, the temple glows blue,
lighting the darkness between the mountains.

Festival voices echo through the town, as a fleeting
moment of excitement brings people together.

The children learn through the unique life of

this land, preparing for the season to come.
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Alternating between moments of bustle and
tranquility, the four seasons color this land.

The seasons turn again,
and the footsteps of spring draw near.
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he Tohoku region.

Even now, it holds unresolved mysteries.
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“Joboji lacquerware” — a traditional craft
boasting over 1,200 years of history.

Joboji is Japan’s largest producer of domestic lacquer.

Its lacquer is used for the restoration of cultural properties.
In the Heian period, “Joboji lacquerware” developed from
the pottery-making of monks at Tendaiji Temple and remains
popular as everyday lacquerware today.

Tendaiji Temple and Shinmeisha Shrine
— centers of local faith and culture.

Ancient Tendaiji Temple and Shinmeisha Shrine at the town’s
heart are revered as the center for faith and culture.

The shrine’s annual festival in September features traditional
performances such as “Shishiodori” and “Nanatsumono.”

A simple yet richly flavorful food culture
nurtured by the mountain village.

Surrounded by mountains, Joboji has long cultivated a food
culture centered on grains such as wheat, buckwheat,

and beans. Local sweets such as “Kyaba-mochi” and “Kushi-
mochi” make a perfect snack for a break during a stroll.

Iwate Prefecture is famed for its folktales, and many
folktales and legends of mysterious beings such as

Kappa and Zashikiwarashi are also told in Ninohe City.
Various locations in Joboji including Tendaiji Temple have
the places that retain the traces of these mysterious stories.

What is Joboji like?
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Town where culture and traditions live on
—— Joboji, Ninohe City

Joboji-machi in Ninohe City is known as Japan’s leading

producer of lacquer, where handiwork,

traditional ways of life, and faith have been carefully

passed down through generations. Overlooked by Tendaiji Temple,
the oldest temple in the Tohoku region, and surrounded by
abundant nature and lacquer forests, this land nurtures

a culture that feels nostalgic, humble, and meticulous.

As you trace the culture and traditions that quietly live within

its everyday scenery, and the echoes of stories told across time,

we invite you to enjoy the gentle rhythm of life in Joboji.
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Environment and Landscape

The Appi River which supported the development of
lacquer culture, lacquer forests that provide high-quality
sap, and Mt. Inaniwadake where woodworkers ventured
to find the finest timber have all shaped Joboji’s
landscape. Clear spring water gushes from
mountainsides and tree roots, while giant

and ancient trees have stood for hundreds of years.

The landscape surrounded by this rich nature,

is one of the greatest charms in this area.

The lives of people in harmony with the forests,
mountains, rivers, and trees continue to create a
beautiful and peaceful scenery. From June to early
November, you might encounter lacquer tapping
practices. Even during the off-season, you can sense

the presence of lacquer tapping from the wood surface,
marks left by tapping, and traces of flowing sap.

TR O e RO S R B

~—

FBE LY

Dok 2 £ U + 3 % o W ok
T M OA 2 2 T W EFE L BT DA
¥k AR o %y L TR TR
EEICE EE B A R
¥ ¢ - Tl oo b opn o X o R A1
b F B v % D F b & R o

o il ¥ B % < E kL XAt EE
ST S SN S N S N

Lo e Y T OEE S F A BN
o0z H E FQHARNEME .
O O= o % oWk 2 & T & I

[ T TR N O S D =
T T ®BKDHY Y HE I HTR 5
5 » @ i K A T 65 L X MK

T oo B W ohEH ¥ L2 %R 1q]
o L om ok B3 o i 2 oo
&% F 8 TR T F oo o

I % % 1 3% ic o Y v B oo

b ¥ Iz & » JB & o H

i \\\//’

History & Faith

Since 728 during the Nara period,

the monk Gyoki founded Tendaiji Temple by
imperial order of Emperor Shomu, Buddhist culture

has been deeply rooted in this area, nurturing

lacquer culture. Temples for prayer and

handiwork closely related to people’s lives have

shaped the culture of this area over many years.

The name Joboji is considered to originate

from the Joboji clan, who ruled this area

from the Muromachi to Sengoku periods.

A strong tradition suggests that their ancestor

was Shigeyoshi, the third son of the warrior Hatakeyama
Shigetada who served Minamoto no Yoritomo.

The ruins of Joboji Castle, once the clan’s residence are
located on a hill overlooking the town center.
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Folktales and Mysterious Stories

Joboji is a home to local mysterious stories
including the “Cat Legend of Fukuzoji Temple,”
the “Dragon Woman of Takimibashi Bridge,”

the “Danburi Choja” featuring Katsura Shimizu
Kannon of Tendaiji Temple, and the “Nezumi Jodo,”
in which a traditional snack called Kyaba-mochi
appears. Some stories are tied to special locations
such as the “Tsuchifumazu Hill” near the entrance
to the Tendaiji Temple path, allowing visitors

to glimpse the lingering traces of these tales

in the everyday landscape.

Local Performing Arts

Ninohe City preserves a rich array of local performing arts
including eleven kagura performances designated as intangible

folk cultural properties, and the Bon Odori dance called
“Nanyatoyara.” In Joboji, the “Nanatsumono” and the “Shishiodori”
have been carefully passed down for generations.

“Nanatsumono” is a heroic dance in which performers parade to
music carrying seven tools such as bows, spears, and pestles,
praying for a bountiful harvest and protection from misfortune.
The “Shishiodori,” performed in deer masks with swaying

curtains to bring peace and ward off evil spirits. Both dances still
play a central role in festivals such as leading the mikoshi procession
at the “Shinmeisha Shrine Annual Festival” held in September.

Food Culture

Joboji is a region which is affected by a basin-type climate
with sharp temperature swings, as well as the cool coastal
weather of Aomori Prefecture. This has made stable rice
cultivation difficult and people often faced poor harvest.

To make up for scarce rice, locals relied on grains

such as millet, wheat, buckwheat, and beans,

finding creative ways to enjoy these grains.

This ingenuity led to a variety of dishes including “Hittsumi”
and “Kakke.” Snacks made with grains include “Kyaba-mochi”
and “Kushi-mochi.” These simple yet flavorful

food culture has been passed down as a local specialty.
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Clear spring water gushing from the
middle of Mt. Inaniwadake. Once used as

training grounds by mountain priests,
it is said to be dwelled by spirits.
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A renowned hot spring fed by
the spring water of Ganshobo.

Guests can stay in rooms
using Joboji lacquer.
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Lacquer forests carefully managed to
ensure a stable supply of lacquer,
which is essential for the restoration
of cultural properties.
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Joboji Map

Town where culture and traditions live on
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Landscapes with the trace of stories
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Many folktales and legends have been passed down in Joboji.
Discover the places where these stories began.
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A legend says that when it was a small mountain temple deep

in the mountains, a stray cat named Tora taken care of by the priest,
repaid his kindness by making the temple prosper.
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A mysterious story tells of a young wife who consumed by her love

for a monk of Tendaiji Temple, threw herself into the river from
Takimibashi Bridge with her ox and vanished as a serpent.

+# % ¥ D | Tsuchifumazu Hill
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Revered as a sacred site since ancient times, and climbing the

Tsuchifumazu Hill was long considered taboo. Various legends remain
including one that identifies it as the tomb of Empress Chokei.

Kappa sculpture
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The striking object outside
“Ishibashi Senbei” evokes local

kappa legends — it is actually a
chainsaw-carved log sculpture.
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A rustic farmers’ market. Enjoy freshly

grilled local snack “Kushi-mochi” in
walnut and June (perilla) flavors.
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A shrine central to local tradition

and faith. Its annual autumn festival
features folk performing arts and

dedicatory sumo wrestling.
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Kitchen garden
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Lacquer Story Information Center
(Lacquerware Cultural Property
Storage Facility)
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district. The sight of it standing Pk % SRR

as if upheld by a giant tree is
truly breathtaking.
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Local specialties such as “Kyaba-mochi”
and traditional “Joboji Dagashi” sweets
made by local confectioners are available.
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Water cascading down the
rocky surface resembles fish
scales. A popular spot visited by
fans of a certain manga series.

Exhibits a wide range of nationally
and city-designated cultural
properties, with a focus on
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Temple and lacquerware.

Tsuchifumazu Hill
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Displays and sells lacquerware and lacquer art
products made with Joboji lacquer, full of the
unique individuality of craftspeople. Visitors can
pick up and select items, and observe the
production process in the adjoining workshop
through a glass window.

‘#;,

k.

WAl - KEJF | Ancient Tendaiji Temple

e Ml EHLEh BRI, 8RB RCH
W USRALABOAL Db & L CTHE &2 4 4, BB
RIS LSRR BRI D h 5, SIBIERHED A,
Ik TR & SR 7 B A A B .

A sacred mountain known locally as “Oyama.”

Founded in the Nara period, it has a history as a center of
Tohoku Buddhist culture, and has become known throughout
Japan since the appointment of Jakucho as its head priest.
Hydrangeas, giant katsura trees, and small smiling Jizo statues
at tree stumps greet visitors.
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Morioka Cit
;. Access to Ninohe district

[Tohoku Shinkansen]

Tokyo to Ninohe approx. 2hours 52minutes
Aomori to Ninohe approx. 40minutes,
Hachinohe to Ninohe approx. 12minutes

[IGR Iwate Galaxy Railway/

Aoimori Railway (Ninohe junction) ]
Morioka to Ninohe approx. lhr 10minutes
Hachinohe to Ninohe approx. 38minutes

[Tohoku Expressway (to Joboji IC)]
Approx. 66km from Morioka IC
Approx. 54km from Towada IC

[Ninohe Sta. to Joboji district (Tendaiji)]

30 minutes from Ninohe Sta. by bus bound for Joboji

*25 minute-walk from Tendaiji bus stop

Shuttle taxi from Ninohe Sta. (approx. 30 minutes)

*5 minutes by car from Joboji IC of Hachinohe Expressway

FAT | EESIRD VO Y TR B S (s m A SO SRR )
FATH | 2026(5H18)4E3 H

fEFE | EFR T HE ST FATH37-4

TEL | 0195-38-2211

Published by: Joboji Revitalization Committee

(the Community Support Division of Joboji General Branch)
Publication Date: March 2026 (Reiwa 8)

Address: 37-4 Shimomaeta, Joboji-machi, Ninohe City, Iwate
Tel: 0195-38-2211

iz b oh b
TEWAEZFES
Watch the video here.

KARMTICBIR L Ty 2 5#R122026 (5H18) 4E3 ABIED b D TH .,
HUF-GFHA4 7R R EOEBHNERS v 2 —F v bE2&D
MW s C L AL T,

*The information contained in this booklet is current as of March 2026 (Reiwa 8).
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